
Our journey begins 

Tracing the origins of the Talbot family in 
Australia



Prologue

This material was put together by Judy Horman 

following her visit to Tasmania in early 2019 with 

her brother Kevin Lane and sister Dianne Williams 

in search of information on the lives of our convict 

forebears.

Its purpose is to share the stories with the extended 

Talbot family who are direct descendants of James 

Gravenor (1807-1886) and Ephraim Talbot 

(1822-1874).

While this material will be of interest to our own 

generation, it is intended to be passed on to later 

generations who may otherwise be oblivious to their 

connection with the penal colony of Van Diemen’s 

Land and the impact on its indigenous population.





Our Convict 
Heritage

Transportation to Van Diemen’s Land



Our ancestry within Australia 
dates back to 1826  …

… to the arrival of three convict 
ships in Van Diemen’s Land

• Woodman  arrived  29th April 1826 
carrying  James Gravenor

• Borneo arrived 18th October 1828 
carrying Eleanor Jones

• Layton 4 arrived 1st September 1841 
carrying Ephraim Talbot



James 
Gravenor
– born  27th

January 1807 in 
Middlesex England

• Convicted of highway robbery 
at Old Bailey, London on 30 
June 1825

• Found guilty - sentenced to 
death 

• Sentence outcome was 
transportation to Van 
Diemen’s Land (VDL)

• Served  20 years as a convict 
before gaining his pardon in 
1846

• Daughter Jane  was born at 
Cascades House of Corrections 
in 1833 to Eleanor Jones

• Conduct records listed 
multiple offences:

• drunkenness

• disorderly conduct

• extreme violence 

• assault on women incl  
his ‘wife’ Eleanor 
Gravenor

• Punishment included 
solitary confinement on 
bread & water and hard 
labour on chain gangs 



James Gravenor
– the New Town Baker

Marriage to Mary  Ann 
Bloodworth on 20th April 1846

Residence at Granville Cottage 
New Town

Established business as baker in 
New Town

Successful businessman –
owned multiple 
properties 

Active in New Town 
business community

Buried at Cornelian Bay 
Cemetery with his wife 
Mary



James Gravenor – “Last 
Man left to tell the Tale”

Assigned to George Robinson  on 
‘Friendly Missions’ 1833/35

Remained  a close friend  of 
Trucanini until her death in 1876 

Spoke in aboriginal language 
at burial service for 
Trucanini in 1876

His Letter to Editor of 
Mercury in Oct 1881 
revealed a highly articulate 
and literate man



Eleanor Jones
- born 5 Nov 1806 in 
Chirbury, Shropshire

• Sentenced to 7 years 
for burglary at Salop 
in town of Shrewsbury 
in Shropshire

• Assigned to Cascades  
Female Factory 
(House of Correction) 
on arrival in Hobart in 
1828

• Gave birth to 
daughter Jane at 
Cascades in 1833

• Multiple offences 
recorded 1829-1832 
for disobedience and 
absconding from  
assigned services

• Placed in Class C at 
Cascades in 1832

• Released from 
servitude in 1835



Ephraim 
Talbot
– born 1821 in 
Hanley Staffordshire

Ephraim was an 18yr. old 
potter from Staffordshire 

Convicted of 
housebreaking in Oct 
1840 - sentenced to 10 
years 

Ticket of Leave in 1847 
followed by Conditional 
Pardon in August 1850.

He married Jane 
Gravenor Jones in Dec 
1850 at Bothwell

His 3 children (Eliza, 
Emily and Joseph) were 
born between 1852 and 
1855 - all births were 
registered at Bothwell

Ephraim continued to 
work  as a shepherd after 
his marriage until his 
death in 1874



Van Diemen’s Land
The Early Years as a Penal Colony





Early settlement in Van Diemen’s Land (VDL)

• initial settlement at Risdon Cove 
in 1803 - a small party of 49 
people including 24 convicts 
transferred from NSW

• in 1804 Lt David Collins arrived 
at Sullivan’s Cove with a party of 
433 incl 281 convicts and 36 free 
settlers (13 men, 7 women, 16 
children)



Hobart Town established 
February 1804

David Collins – the first Lt. Governor of Van Diemen’s Land –
brought trustee convicts with him from New South Wales to 
provide labour for construction of first dwellings for his 
officers and free settlers, a church and other buildings 
needed for the initial settlement.  He died suddenly in March 
1810 – by that time the population of the Derwent River 
colony had reached 1062.

Around 2000 convicts were transported from England 
annually over subsequent years and put to work on 
government projects constructing buildings, bridges and 
roads.  Some absconded to become bushrangers



Hobart Gaol / Convict 
Barracks

• Convicts and free settlers alike who committed 
local offences were held in the Hobart Town Gaol
in Murray St (built 1816).

• The Hobart Town Convict Barracks in Campbell 
Street were built by convicts in 1821 and 
accommodated 640 men.

• Hobart Town Female Factory was built in 1821 in 
the precinct of the Hobart Town Gaol, divided 
from the Gaol by a brick wall.  

• In 1830, ships brought 2150 new convicts making 
a total of over 10,000 convicts in Van Diemen’s 
Land



Convict Barracks 1821

Initially convicts were assigned 
to public works constructing 
buildings, bridges and roads

Those with bad records toiled on 
the barracks’ treadmill grinding 
wheat.  

Others carted large rocks from 
the nearby quarry and broke into 
small stones to be used for road 
works.



More than 25,000 
women were 
transported to 
Australia between 
1789 and 1853

- approximately half 
came to Van Diemen’s 
Land

The transportation of 
females  provided  
servant maids for free 
settlers and potential 
brides for convicts 

Well-behaved were 
assigned to service 
when employment was 
available

Those convicted of minor 
offences worked  within 
the establishment making 
clothes,  preparing and 
mending linen

The crime class were put 
to work  on washing  or 
spinning and carding wool



Cascades Female Factory



Cascades Female 
Factory
Original distillery  building and land purchased  
in 1827 – planned to accommodate 40-50 
women

• Yard 1 - initial intake Dec 1828

• Yard 2 - completed  Jun 1832

• Yard 3 - completed  mid-1844

• Yard 4 - completed late 1850 including large 
nursery building and matron’s quarters 

• Yard 5 – completed in 1852  

• Transportation ceased in 1853.  





1815-1821 
Exploration of 
Outlying Districts
• 1815 – Port Macquarie and Port 

Davey

• 1817 – Great Lake and 
surrounding countryside

• 1820 – Clyde district

• 1820-21 – East Coast

• Roads commenced in many parts 
of the colony



Early Settlers on 
The Clyde
The Bothwell Pioneers



The Free Settlers

A few came specifically to establish farms.

Others were members of the military and 
civil establishment who opted to remain 
in the colony.

The number of free settlers remained 
small until the 1820s when land grants 
based on the amount of money brought 
into the colony were offered to ‘suitable’ 
people with letters of recommendation. 



Early arrivals in Bothwell

First Europeans came through in 1807 via river - no roads 
existed at that time

Some convict stockmen guarding herds grazing along rivers

Bushrangers and kangaroo hunters roamed the area

First land grants made in 1821 to Rowcroft brothers and 
William Nicholas.

Named Bothwell by Scottish settlers arriving with families 
in 1822 – Fat Doe river renamed Clyde



Travel from Hobart 

• The first ferry service across the 
Derwent was established at 
Green Point in 1816 by James 
Austin and his cousin James Earl. 

• By 1820 Austin and Earl were 
using a punt capable of 
transporting 30 cattle, 200 
sheep or two carts and 16 oxen.

• Few horses were available in the 
colony prior to the 1820’s

• The first section of road was laid 
from Hobart to Green Point in 
1819

• Road and bridge construction 
using convict labour continued 
for 30 years

• The 120 miles of main road from 
Hobart to Launceston was 
completed in 1850



A Traveller’s 
Tale

Jane Reid’s account of her 
family’s journey  from Hobart 
to  Dennistoun in 1822



Notable Bothwell residents

Edward and William Nicholas

Charles and Horace Rowcroft

1821

John Bisdee

May 1821

Captain Patrick Wood

Phillip Russell

Alexander Reid

Mar. 1822

Alexander Denholm

1823

Archibald McDowall

1824



Edward 
Nicholas 
(1777-1837)

• Arrived in Hobart Town on 
10 August 1821

• Edward Nicholas had 
chartered the ship ‘Grace’ 
and along with some family 
he arrived with workmen, 
machinery and seeds to the 
value of 1800 pounds

• He was granted 1800 acres 
of land in an area then 
known as Bark Hut Plains on 
the Fat Doe River (now Clyde 
River).

• By 1825 the first flour 
mill on Nant was built to 
serve the property. The 
present mill was built in 
1857 (according to a date 
stone set in one of the 
walls) to replace the 
previous mill, and 
operated till 1890. 

• This mill still stands today -
now restored and home to 
the Nant Whisky Distillery.

http://think-tasmania.com/oatlands-festival


Captain Patrick Wood 
(1783-1845)

A retired Officer of the East India Co’s 
Madras Army, Wood emigrated from 
Scotland on the ship, the Castle 
Forbes, arriving in 1822.

Took up land grants at  Dennistoun – 8km 
north of Bothwell

Imported first Angus cattle into VDL in 
1824 – the 8 cattle were walked from 
Hobart to Bothwell

Established Clyde Company in 1836 to 
manage pastoral holdings in VDL and Port 
Phillip with co-founder Phillip Russell



Captain 
Patrick Wood

Married Jane Patterson 
on 1 October 1828

Son John Dennistoun
Wood was born on 4 July 
1829

Wife Jane died Sept 1837 
giving birth to twins

Returned to Scotland in 
Feb 1838 with young 
family

Patrick Wood died in 
Edinburgh in 1846

John Dennistoun Wood
was educated in 
Edinburgh and admitted 
to the Bar in London 
before he returned to 
Victoria in 1853.  

He served in the Victorian 
Parliament from 1857-
1864

He held a seat in the 
Tasmanian Legislative 
Assembly 1903-09 and 
died at Dennistoun in 
October 1914 



Phillip 
Russell 
(1796-1844)

Emigrated to Van Diemen's 
Land in 1821 with Captain 
Patrick Wood to manage 

Wood's prospective farming 
concerns

Helped to establish the 
Dennistoun estate near 

Bothwell

His half-brother George Russell 
joined Phillip in 1831 and 

farmed for five years under his 
supervision

Co-founded Clyde Company 
with Captain Patrick Wood in 
1836  - George Russell moved 
to Port Phillip to  manage the 

Clyde Company

Phillip relinquished control of 
Dennistoun to his elder brother 
William, in 1839 to concentrate 

on his own property 
Strathbarton near Apsley.  He 

died in July 1844.

Half-brother Robert Russell 
arrived  Feb 1837 to tutor sons 

of Patrick Wood – moved to 
Evandale  in 1838  as first 
Minister  of St Andrew’s 

Presbyterian church



Alexander 
Reid (1783-
1858)

Emigrated from Scotland 
with his wife and two 
children in the Castle 
Forbes – arrived at Hobart 
Town on 1 March 1822

Received 2 land grants at 
Bothwell – Ratho (1500 
acres) named after his 
father’s property in 
Scotland and Humbie
(600 acres) named after 
his birthplace

The Reid family lived in 
a mudbrick cottage for 3 
years while the Ratho 
homestead was being 
built.

Ratho Farm is home to 
Australia’s oldest golf 
course established by 
Alexander Reid amongst 
the sheep grazing 
paddocks



Bushranger Attack 
on Ratho Farm

Alexander Reid’s daughter Jane 
recorded her memories of 
bushrangers entering their 
cottage while her father was 
absent.  Captain Wood and 
Phillip Russell came to their aid 
only to be captured and tied up.

Mary Reid had the presence of 
mind to unlock cupboards to 
allow the invaders to take their 
goods without harming her 
family, servants and neighbours



Jane Williams (nee Reid)
pictured with her younger brother Alexander 

• Jane was born in Scotland in 1814 and died at 
Ratho on 1 April 1897

• At just 14 years of age, Jane Reid married the 
army officer William Williams who was soon posted 
to India. 

• Widowed at just 19 years of age, Jane returned to 
Van Diemen’s Land and her beloved family at 
Ratho.

• Her letters provide first hand accounts of  her 
arrival in VDL and life in the British Colony 



Lieutenant 
William 
Williams 
(1800-1834)

• William Williams was born 12 
July 1800 in Kilkenny to 
Captain William Williams and 
Elizabeth Finn.

• Lieutenant Williams 
commanded the 40th

Regiment which was stationed 
in Bothwell.

• He was in charge of 77 non 
commissioned officers and 
rank and file, of whom 
• 20 were in Bothwell
• 32 at out-stations  and
• 25 in a roving party in 

search of native 
aborigines

• Williams married  14-year 
old Jane Reid in 1829 before 
taking up a posting in India 
where he died in 1834

• His twin sister Eliza entered 
into the Irish Sisters of 
Charity in 1835 and 
travelled to Australia  in 
1838 with a small group of 
nuns and priests.  She 
moved to Hobart in 1847 
and became Superioress in 
1871. 

• Rev Mother M. Xavier 
Williams died 8 March 1892 
and was buried at 
Cornellian Bay



Alexander 
(Sandy) 
Denholm –
1781-1859

Alexander and Margaret 
Denholm emigrated from 
Scotland in 1823. They 
left four children behind 
in Edinburgh. George 15, 
John 13, Alexander 11 
and only daughter Janet 
aged 7. Another son, 
James, was born in 
Bothwell in 1825. 

Their older sons joined 
them in 1828. 

Alexander Denholm was 
a wheelwright and 
carpenter with little 
money or assets on 
arrival in VDL

He was possibly the first 
resident of the Bothwell 
‘township’ and found 
work on the nearby 
properties of Alexander 
Reid, Captain Wood and 
Phillip Russell



Alexander Denholm’s land 
holdings

8 Dalrymple St, Bothwell – ‘The Falls of 
Clyde’

• Land granted 1 Jan 1828

• 2 storey, 12 room licensed premises built 
around 1831

• sold for 300 pounds in 1838

A second allotment opposite in Dalrymple St 

• acquired in May 1837

• used to run sheep, cattle and pigs while  
continuing to work his trade from a 
blacksmith and carpenter’s shop

Granted 320 acres at Black Marsh in 
1829

• at end of Reid’s Road off Black Marsh 
road - at the junction of Little Den 
Creek and the Jordan River

• adjoining Strathbarton property of 
Phillip Russell, managed by George 
Russell

• another neighbour was Edward Bisdee
at White Hills (Hutton Park)

• Built timber home named Currie 
Banks for his son George Denholm, 
later occupied by Alexander Denham 
Junior and his family



Bothwell Township
Bothwell is an important 
agricultural settlement laid 
out by surveyor Thomas Scott 
in 1824. 

The main streets were named 
Alexander (after Alexander 
Reid of 'Ratho') and Patrick 
(after Patrick Wood of 
Dennistoun) after the town's 
two most prominent citizens.



John Bisdee (1796-1882)

• Arrived at Hobart Town with his wife Ann in May 1821. He was granted 700 
acres at Thorpe on the Clyde at Bothwell which he exchanged for better 
land at White Hills near Jericho. 

• Within a year he was appointed governor of the Hobart Town gaol, chief 
constable for the district of Murray, and keeper of the Hobart pound. 

• He made his brother Edward manager at White Hills (Hutton Park), and 
continued to increase his holdings by grants, purchases and leases, at the 
same time building up a fine merino flock.

• In 1833 he resigned as governor of the gaol. During his term of eleven 
years he was both respected and liked: only one prisoner escaped and 
there were no complaints of harsh treatment. 



Edward Bisdee (1802-1870)

He arrived in Van Diemen's Land on 29 April 1827 when his 
ship Hope was wrecked at the entrance to the River Derwent. 

At first he managed his brother John's property, Hutton Park, 
at White Hills near Jericho. 

By 1829 he had established at White Hills one of the largest 
hop gardens in the island. 

In 1839 he bought Lovely Banks, Spring Hill, and went to live 
there. 

In 1843 he was made a justice of the peace, and acquired the 
property of Sandhill near Jericho.

He served in the  Upper House from 1851-58



1824-1836
George Arthur’s command as Lieutenant Governor of 

Van Diemen’s Land



George Arthur 
(1784–1854)

Australia's longest-serving 
colonial governor - he had a 
prodigious impact on early 
colonial history and later 
interpretations of it.



George Arthur
Lt Governor of VDL

• Served as Governor of VDL from May 1824 to January 
1836

• Oversaw major construction of public buildings, 
bridges and roads

• Revised penal system with establishment of Port 
Arthur and penal colonies at  Sarah Island and  Maria 
Island

• Introduced Assignment System to provide settlers 
with convict labour

• associated with the repression and persecution of the 
Aboriginal population in the conflict known as the 
Black War



James Erskine Calder (1808-1882)

• One of the colony's most distinguished early surveyors. he 
explored and surveyed vast tracts of the colony - no man had a 
larger knowledge of Tasmania.

• He emigrated to Van Diemen’s Land in 1829 to take up a 
Government appointment as Assistant Surveyor.  He was appointed 
surveyor-general in 1859.

• His papers on the aborigines contain a large mass of original 
information on their habits and history. 

• Some Account of the Wars, Extirpation, Habits, &c., of the Native 
Tribes of Tasmania (Hobart, 1875) was a collection of material that 
had appeared in the Mercury, Australasian, and Tasmanian 
Tribune in 1872-75. His Language and Dialects Spoken by the 
Aborigines of Tasmania was published as a parliamentary paper in 
1901.



John Lee Archer (1791-1852)

John Lee Archer was the Civil 
Engineer and Colonial Architect in 
Tasmania from 1827 to 1838. 

Archer was responsible for the 
design and construction of many 
Tasmanian government buildings, 
including barracks, gaols, houses 
and other iconic Tasmanian 
structures.



George Augustus 
Robinson (1791-1866)



G A Robinson – Protector 
of Aborigines

George Robinson was a builder who 
emigrated to Hobart Town in 1824.  
His wife and 5 children joined him in 
1826

In Hobart he was active in 
community and religious groups and 
regularly visited prisoners and the 
condemned in gaol.

In March 1829 Robinson took up an 
appointment to work with aborigines 
on Bruny Island to establish a 
settlement and teach them European 
habits and Christian principles

Robinson soon realized that he 
needed to learn their customs and 
language in order to succeed.



Aboriginal Tribes in Tasmania

• After the initial period of European settlement 
from 1803, a large influx of free settlers and 
pastoralists in the 1820s saw a major 
expansion of European influence and land 
grants in the central and midlands areas of 
Tasmania. 

• Settlement along the Derwent, Jordan, Clyde 
and Ouse rivers forced local Aboriginal bands 
from traditional hunting grounds and 
increased tension between settlers and tribal 
groups. 



The Black War was the period of violent 
conflict between British colonists and 
Aboriginal Australians in Tasmania from 
the mid-1820s to 1832

Conflicts flared in a number of 
areas, with local farmers and 
vigilantes attacking 
Aborigines and retaliation by 
tribal groups attacking road 
gangs, stockmen and 
homesteads.



From 1825 to 
1828, the 
number of 
native attacks 
more than 
doubled each 
year, raising 
panic among 
settlers.

Aboriginal attacks 
were motivated by 
revenge for European 
atrocities and the 
widespread 
kidnapping, rape and 
murder of Aboriginal 
women and girls by 
convicts, settlers and 
soldiers

The Aboriginal 
people were also 
driven by hunger to 
plunder settlers' 
homes for food as 
their hunting 
grounds shrank, 
native game 
disappeared and the 
dangers of hunting 
on open ground 
grew.



Martial Law declared 
November 1828 

Soldiers were given the right 
to apprehend without 
warrant or to shoot on sight 
any Aboriginal person in the 
Settled Districts who resisted 
them

No colonist was ever 
charged in Van Diemen's 
Land, or committed for trial, 
for assaulting or killing an 
Aboriginal person



Robinson’s Friendly 
Mission

In 1830  George Robinson set off to locate 
and visit  aboriginal tribes  in  the south-
east and western regions of Van Diemen’s 
Land .

He was accompanied on his expeditions 
by one of his sons, an escort of convict 
porters and about a dozen friendly natives 
including Truganini and Woorrady who 
acted as guides and instructors on 
aboriginal languages and customs.



Truganini 1812-1876 

• Truganini and her father met George Robinson on 
Bruny Island in March 1829 when she was 17

• As a young girl, she was taught her culture but 
when Aboriginal life was disrupted by European 
invasion this changed her forever

• Her mother was killed by sailors, 2 sisters, 
abducted by sealers and her husband-to-be 
murdered by timber-cutters who also raped her

• Truganini believed the only way to fight against 
white invaders was to learn their ways in order to 
gain empathy



Friendly Mission –
continued

On 27 January 1830 Robinson left 
Hobart for Port Davey, where he 
explored and met a party of 
Aboriginals. They then went up the 
west coast, and reached Macquarie 
Harbour on 20 April.

After a few days rest he continued 
north arriving at the Van Diemen's Land 
Co.'s settlement at Cape Grim on 14 
June.  Moving east he reached 
Launceston on 2 October. 



Robinson’s Journals

Robinson had gathered much 
information on the various 
tribes, their customs and 
language in his travels which 
were meticulously recorded in 
his journals



1830 Black 
Line

Governor Arthur launches a full scale military operation 
against the indigenous population in the southern Central 
Highlands, southern Midlands and south east areas. 

By November 1830 barely 300 Aboriginal people were still 
alive on the entire island, including 200 within the region in 
which Arthur’s Black Line  operated

While settlers continued  to live in fear of attack, many called 
for complete extermination of the native population

Governor Arthur enlisted George Augustus Robinson to  take 
a more conciliatory approach to encourage the remaining 
tribes to surrender and relocate away from the VDL mainland



Robinson’s 
Crowning Glory

From October to December 1831 
Robinson searched for the feared 
Big River and Oyster Bay 
Aboriginals, but when found only 
sixteen remained. 

Persuaded by  Robinson’s  team 
to return to  Hobart with them, 
the group passed through 
Bothwell where a corroboree 
was performed  in front of the 
Castle Hotel



1832 -1835

Robinson’s return to Hobart with the 
‘captives’ was deemed a Roman triumph.

Another 148 Aboriginal people were 
captured in the island's northwest over 
the next four years and forcibly removed 
to Hunter Island and then Flinders Island



1832-1850
Growing Pains



Transport & Communications

• Travel between Hobart and Bothwell was 
extremely tiresome in the 1820’s and 1830’s 
due to the difficult terrain and few roads 
capable of carrying horse drawn carriages.

• No postal services were available before 1829 
when a ticket-of-leave man was engaged as a 
mail messenger to carry mail to Hobart at 5p 
per letter.



The long, long wait ….

1832

Bothwell landowners offered to 
contribute 100 guineas towards making 
good the Melton Mowbray to Bothwell 
road;

1842

a petition was lodged with Governor Sir 
John Franklin complaining about the 
state of the Bothwell/Melton Mowbray 
road - very little money had been spent 
so far by the government on their roads.

1843

a second petition was lodged 
complaining about “the wretched state 
of the road between Bothwell Township 
and the main road”.  A toll-gate was even 
suggested to help pay for road gang.

1849

an Act of Parliament was passed for the 
making, repairing and maintaining the 
road from Bothwell to the main road



Building bridges

Convict labour was used to build  roads and bridges 
from the 1820’s through to 1850 when the main road 
linking Hobart to Launceston was completed.

Richmond Bridge was completed in 1825.  

The Ross Bridge designed by John Lee Archer was 
completed in 1836 replacing two previous structures 
made of 14 buttresses and covered with logs and clay. 
They were both unsuitable due to the river flooding in 
winter.

Strathroy Bridge  (6km south of Launceston) was built 
in 1835 and considered the earliest major bridge on 
the Midlands Highway



Postal Services in 
Van Diemen’s 

Land

Royal Mail Service by Mail 
Messengers  on horseback 

between Hobart  and Launceston 
established in 1832



1832 Local Mail Messenger Service



Black Marsh / Melton Mowbray

• The Cape of Hope Inn opened at Black Marsh in 1832 servicing land-
owners and workers along the Jordan River

• It provided a convenient stop-over for travellers from Hobart to 
Bothwell before the climb up Den Hill

• In 1851 a “well-horsed conveyance” belonging to Samuel Blackwell of 
the Royal Oak Inn at Green Ponds was running three times a week to 
and from Bothwell to connect with the fast mail coaches on the main 
road.



Stagecoach Services

The first coaching service  operated 
between Hobart and Launceston in 
1832. The trips took three days to 
cover the 120 miles (193 km) and a 
fare cost £5. 

As roads improved, a four-horse 
stagecoach replaced the tandem team, 
travelling twice a week and carrying 
mail under a government contract 
which was extremely lucrative. 

Within ten years seven daily and four 
nightly coaches operated a week from 
each centre. 



Stagecoach Operations

By1853 three coaches operated daily 
each way. The service controlled 
most of the transport on the main 
road and required 300 horses and 
three main fodder stations. Fares 
ranged from 5/- (five shillings), for 
outside seats, to £5 (five pounds) 
inside.
The Melton Mowbray hotel built by 
Samuel Blackwell in 1858 was one of 
many to offer food, accommodation 
and stabling to support the 
stagecoaches change of horses every 
10 miles along the journey.





Samuel Blackwell (1814-1885)

Born in the tiny English village of Melton Mowbray, Samuel Blackwell was a keen horse rider and 
breeder

He was persuaded by John Bisdee to emigrate to Van Dieman’s Land in 1840 where he became 
licensee of the Cape of Good Hope inn at Apsley

In 1842 he took over the Royal Oaks Hotel at Green Ponds and in 1850 was granted a stage coach 
licence for a two-wheel vehicle to run between Green Ponds and Bothwell for 12 months.

A year later he bought land at Cross Marsh (now Melton), and in 1858 he built a large two-storey inn 
which he named Melton Mowbray after his birthplace.



Probation System
Convict labour deployed on public works in regional 
areas – no longer available free of charge to settlers



1839 - 1847

• Probation System replaces Assignment System

• Probation Centres  established  outside of Hobart  - gangs of 
up to 300 men employed clearing  and draining land, 
constructing access roads and growing and providing their 
keep

• On serving an initial term of probation, convicts  of good 
character  were granted passes allowing them to be hired out 
to settlers



Jerusalem Probation Centre

Black Marsh

Lovely Banks

Jerusalem 
Probation Centre

Cross Marsh



Jerusalem 
Probation 
Centre

The Jerusalem Probation 
Centre was established in 
1839.

Some convicts were 
assigned to planting crops 
or raising sheep, cattle and 
pigs to source food for the 
Probation Centre and 
reduce overall costs to 
Government 

Smaller probation centres 
were set up at Lovely Banks 
and Jericho to house gangs 
working on local 
construction gangs and as 
Hiring Stations for settlers 
requiring workers.

There were many 
complaints from land-
owners of behaviour of 
drunken probationers, 
theft of stock or property, 
and competition with 
local producers.   

Land-owners were also 
unhappy at having to pay 
for convict labour which 
had previously been 
provided at no charge 
under the Assignment 
System



Colebrook
formerly Jerusalem

The Jericho and Lovely Banks PCs closed in 1845 
followed by the Jerusalem centre in 1847 when 
the Probation System was dismantled.  

Some of the original  Probation Centre  can still 
be found at Colebrook

In 1806 expeditions of soldiers were sent to the 
area to kill kangaroos and emus due to serious 
food shortages in Hobart Town.

Today, the farmlands are rich and diverse, with 
occupants largely farming the lands for 
generations.



Economic 
Downturn

In the late 1830’s the VDL colony experienced a downturn 
with many free settlers leaving for Port Phillip in search of 
good farming and grazing land grants

Most of the pastoral land in VDL was in the hands of a few 
wealthy landowners who received free land grants based 
on the amount of money they brought with them.

The abolition of free land grants in 1830 made it even 
harder for new settlers to compete for land offered for 
sale

VDL was exporting wool and livestock to Port Phillip but 
increased production on the mainland was lowering 
prices

The abolition of the Assignment System made farm labour 
more expensive while fewer free men were looking for 
work

The population continued to decline in the 1840’s with 
the discovery of gold in Port Phillip



John Bisdee 

In 1835 he went to England and returned in April 1840. Within seven years he 
was occupying 10,000 acres (4047 ha) of pasture land. 

He was again in England, where in May 1847 he told a select committee of 
the House of Lords on transportation that the system of assignment was more 
humanitarian and successful than the probation gangs which caused the 
moral deterioration of convicts. 

He estimated that 2000 convicts a year were all that the colony could 
conveniently take unless the British government undertook extensive road 
and bridge building and dammed the lakes of the interior for irrigation much 
needed in dry country.



Bisdee family 
properties

• Hutton  Park (White 
Hills) near Melton 
Mowbray

• Lovely Banks

• Wihareja at Arthurs 
Lake

• Sandhill near Jericho



A new beginning 
….

The 1840’s marked the beginning of a new chapter in the 
lives of Ephraim Talbot and James Gravenor



Ephraim Talbot – the convict years

Assigned to Jerusalem Probation Centre soon after arrival in Hobart in 
September 1841

May have worked on construction of roads and bridges near Jericho

Worked as a shepherd for free settlers in Black Marsh, Bothwell and 
Lovely Banks

Worked for Edward Bisdee at Lovely Banks



Ephraim’s convict record includes 
references to work  undertaken with

• Phillip Russell at Black Marsh 1842-43

• Edward Bisdee at Lovely Banks 1845-47



Ephraim 
Talbot –
1850 
onwards

Aug. 1850

Conditional Pardon

Dec. 1850

marriage to Jane 
Jones in Bothwell

Jan. 1852

birth of daughter 
Eliza

Jan. 1854

birth of daughter 
Emily

Sep. 1855

birth of son Joseph

25 Apr. 1874

died at Denholme, 
Lovely Banks



Ephraim’s life in the Central Highlands

From 1850 until his 
death in 1876 Ephraim 
worked as a shepherd 
on various properties 
at  
• Arthurs Lake
• Black Marsh
• Den Hill
• Denholm
• Lovely Banks



Sheep grazing –
1840s to mid 1950s

The Lake Country acted as an extension of 
properties in Bothwell and Midlands 
district providing continuous feed and 
water through the summer

By mid 1800s all available land in Lake 
Country was owned or leased by down-
country landowners for summer grazing 
of sheep and cattle

The movement of sheep or cattle 
between down-country grazing properties 
and the Lake Country involved a journey 
of 4-5 days



The Great Lake Hotel at Miena
John Bisdee introduced fallow deer to  Van Dieman’s Land.  The Bisdee family owned 
several properties  in the Great Lakes area at Arthur’s Lake and Patrick’s Plains



Family holidays 
in the Lake 
Country

These 1867 drawings by a young female member of the 
Bisdee family show the family camping on their way to 
their summer home at Barren Plains  between Miena and 
Wadamana.

The same artist produced a  drawing of the Lovely Banks 
homestead in June 1867



The road to Jericho
Our journey along Lower Marshes Road took us past properties where Ephraim 

and his family would have been housed in workers huts



St Bartholomew’s Church, Apsley



Strathbarton
Apsley

An unusual Georgian house and 
outbuildings erected in 1858 by Andrew 
Bell for Rev. Robert Russell.

The 2-storey stone house has an unusual 
entrance porch with Doric balcony and a 
crude art nouveau timber verandah added 
later. 

This area was known as Black Marsh until 
1902 when it was changed to Apsley



St John’s
Lower Marshes

• Designed by Alexander North the 
church was consecrated on the 
25th October 1893.

• Money to build the church was 
bequeathed by Mrs. M. J. Jones.

• 22 of 24 graves are Jones family 
members



Lower Marshes
• LYNWOOD – owners J & M Jones

• One of very few properties with any signage



St James -
Jericho

Many members of the 
Bisdee family are buried 
here  including the first 
Australian to be awarded 
the Victorian Cross – John 
Hutton Bisdee who died 
14th January 1930 .

He was awarded his medal 
for service during the 
Second Boer War on 1st. 
September 1900.



Meanwhile, back in 
Hobart Town

• James Gravenor received his Pardon 
in 1846

• He married Mary Bloodworth on 20 
Feb 1846 at St George’s  in Battery 
Point

• They establish their home in Roope
Street New Town 

• Their daughter Mary Agnes is born  
in 1848



Wybalenna, Flinders 
Island
Truganini, Woorrady and other Aborigines from 
Robinson's mission arrived at Wybalenna in 
November 1835. With roughly 100 Aborigines still 
alive they were to be 'christianized and 
europeanized' and taught to be farmers.

By July 1837 many had died - Robinson's program 
had proved unsuccessful. Truganini told him that all 
the Aborigines would be dead before the houses 
being constructed for them were completed.

October 1847 Truganini and forty-six others were 
moved from Wybalenna to a new establishment at 
Oyster Cove in her traditional territory.



Oyster Cove
1847-1874

• Truganini remained at 
the Oyster Cove  
settlement until it closed 
in 1874.  

• She moved to Hobart 
Town where she lived 
with the Dandridge family 
until her death in  May 
1876





1853 - 1886
A new era begins



1853 End of 
Transportation

The Anti-Transportation League formed in 1847 
agitated for the British government to put an end 
to transportation

In May 1853 a newly elected British government 
formally abolished it

On 1 January 1854 the colony of Van Diemen’s 
Land was renamed Tasmania

More than 66,500 convict records were 
maintained by the VDL Convict Administration

Port Arthur, the Hobart Barracks and Cascades 
Female Factory remained open into the 1860’s –
some continued to house the aged and infirmed 
who were unable to enter the community

The last convict died in 1911



Most enjoyed a better life than 
would have been their lot in Britain 
in the 1800’s



A Good Citizen

James Gravenor became 

• a Baker in New Town

• an active member of the business 
community

• owner a number of properties

• a regular reader and contributor 
to the Mercury newspaper

• A devout Catholic



Family & Friendships

• He appears to have remained close 
to the Talbot family whose access 
to Hobart would have been limited 

• Eliza Talbot’s wedding was held at 
the Gravenor home in Roope St in 
August 1874

• He was known to Graves and 
Calder for his knowledge of 
aboriginal language and customs

• He remained in contact with 
Trucanini



Truganini’s Burial

Truganini died on 8 May 1876

She was buried at Cascades 
Female Factory late at night 
on 10 May 1876

Four  friends were invited to 
witness the burial:

John Woodcock Graves 
James Erskine Calder
George Whitcomb
James Gravenor



‘The Last Man Left to Tell the Tale’: Challenging the 
Conciliation Master Narrative in Van Diemen’s Land

Paper written by Nicholas Dean Brodie – published online 1 May 2017

James Gravenor, a convict servant on George Augustus Robinson’s ‘friendly mission’ 
to the Aboriginal Tasmanians in the early 1830s, later published a long-overlooked 
description of the process of ‘decoying’ Aboriginal people into captivity. This article 
uses Gravenor’s testimony to explore this ‘decoy’ phenomenon, resituating Aboriginal 
Tasmanians in the wider processes of capture during the ‘friendly mission’ 
expeditions. By reflecting on Gravenor’s relationship with historical narratives 
formulated during his lifetime, and his subsequent neglect by scholars, this article 
also offers a critique and reassessment of a ‘master narrative’ of Tasmanian frontier 
history that largely derived from and survived well beyond the 1870s.



The Last Man left to tell 
the tale

As a convict servant assigned to 
Robinson in 1833, James Gravenor 
became a good friend to Truganini and 
learnt to speak the native languages

He remained a  good friend  after his 
pardon and was a regular visitor during 
her  last years living with Mrs 
Dandridge in Hobart. 

He spoke a few words in the aboriginal 
language at her burial in May 1876.

In a Letter to the Editor of the 
Hobart Mercury in February 
1881, Gravenor provided graphic 
detail on the role played by the 
friendly natives in persuading 
native tribes to accompany 
Robinson and his team to a place 
where they would be provided 
food and shelter.



Mercury Newspaper – Wednesday 23 February 1881

A Letter to the Editor from James Gravenor, Granville Cottage, New 
Town contests remarks made in newspaper that Flinders Island was the 
last home of the exiled aborigines of Tasmania
“SIR,- In your valuable journal some short time ago, a remark was made that Flinders Island was the 
last home of the exiled aborigines of Tasmania. That is not quite correct, as they were removed to 
Oyster Cove on the mainland, under the care of Mr. Dandridge, and were there some considerable 
time, Trucanini being the last survivor, and at her funeral I was present.”

The letter goes on to describe in great detail the manner in which the 
native tribes were persuaded to leave their camps with Robinson’ and 
his team.



THE TASMANIAN CATHOLIC STANDARD
October 1886

Special thanks to Nicholas 
Dean Brodie for  finding 
this article  and forwarding  
for inclusion in our family 
history 



James 
Gravenor

James and Mary Gravenor are 
buried at Cornelian Bay  

Cemetery
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